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Volcanoes and Vistas Ride, Ecuador 
 

Itinerary 

Day 1: From Quito you are driven north-east into the 

Cayambe Valley, a journey of c. 1.5 hours. En route 

you may be able to stop on the Equator line for a 

photo opportunity.  

Please note that the itinerary will be modified if there 

are fewer than 4 guests, but this does not affect the 

nature of the ride.  

Local conditions and weather can sometimes cause 

the itinerary to change. Any changes to the route are 

made with your best interests in mind and will not 

affect the nature of the ride. Below is a sample 

itinerary, to give you an idea of what to expect.  

Meet the horses and then, once everyone is 

comfortable with their horses, set out on an 

introductory ride.  

Lunch will be a picnic out on the trail.  

 

Journey out onto the Pesillo plains beneath the 

magnificent Cayambe Volcano. Descend through 

forests into the adjacent valley.  

Riding time c. 3-4 hours. 

In the afternoon, arrive at your overnight stop, a 

working dairy hacienda which also breeds Andalucian 

horses.  

Dinner and overnight at Hacienda La Merced (or 

similar).  

Day 2: After breakfast, ride into another part of the 

valley. Make your way along rural tracks, pass 

haciendas from the 16th Century and canter along 

agave-lined avenues.  

Stop for a picnic lunch along the way.  

 

Climb up narrow paths, with outstanding views of the 

countryside below. Later, return to the hacienda by a 

different route.  

Later, there may be the chance to take a tour of the 

hacienda with the owners or wander to the village to 

view the intricate embroidery for which this area is 

famous.  

Riding time c. 6 hours.  

Dinner and overnight at Hacienda La Merced (or 

similar). 

Day 3: After breakfast there is time to visit a collection 

of Inca and pre-Inca pottery excavated nearby. Then, 

ride out of the valley in a northerly direction. Pass 

Adobe houses and marvel at the dramatic scenery. 

You may spot Andean Condors circling overhead.  

 

Lunch will be a picnic out on the trail.  

In the afternoon, reach the foothills of the Imbabura 

Volcano.  

Riding time c. 6 hours.  

Dinner and overnight in Adobe cottages near San 

Clemente (or similar).  
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Day 4: After breakfast, set off on a road transfer of 

approximately 1 hour 30 minutes). 

From here, begin your ride on a new set of horses to 

the Pinan area. An experienced, English-speaking 

guide from this region will accompany you for this part 

of the ride.  

 

Lunch will be a picnic out on the trail.  

Few people venture across the paramo – in the high 

Andes - which sits well above the cultivated areas of 

land. Cross many miles of rolling hills and grasslands 

until you reach the outpost of Pinan, which has 

changed little over the centuries. There are no other 

dwellings for miles around – it is a tranquil place.  

 

Today's ride takes you up to around 3,600m but you 

will stay overnight at 3,300m.  

Riding time c. 4-5 hours.  

Overnight at a remote mountain lodge (or similar). 

Day 5: After a hearty breakfast, set off on a circular 

ride to the beautiful Pinan Lake, an idyllic location 

hidden in the rolling hills.  

 

Ride along narrow tracks through the grasslands, 

passing native shrubs and trees draped with the vines 

and filled with bromeliads, other air plants and 

orchids.  

The terrain is tough, but the sure-footed Criollo horses 

are ideally suited to the difficult going. Explore the 

lake shore, before returning to Pinan for a late lunch.  

 

A relaxing afternoon awaits, perhaps cross the little 

bridge to walk around the hamlet. Each group of 

family huts is surrounded by a traditional stick fence. 

At the tiny school, a game of football is often 

underway – maybe you will be invited to join in.  

Riding time c. 4-5 hours.  

Overnight again at the same mountain lodge (or 

similar). 

Day 6: Leaving the mountain settlement behind, ride 

westwards into the cloud forest. The ancient routes 

we follow today were chronicled in the early 1600's by 

European explorers as used by the coastal people 

coming to the highlands to trade and barter.  

Cross highlands, with views out over the hills far into 

the distance. During the descent into the cloud forest 

the vegetation changes noticeably - bamboo and 

tropical plants such as passionfruit and citrus begin to 

appear. 
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Leaving the horses to return to the highlands, be 

driven to the lodge. The gardens are lush and jungle-

like. There might be time to roast your own coffee for 

tomorrow's breakfast. With the cicadas, crickets, frogs 

and birds, the evening may be quite noisy evening. 

Riding time c. 7 hours.  

Dinner and overnight at Rio Lindo lodge (or similar). 

Day 7: Although covering a relatively small size, 

Ecuador's cloud forests are considered the richest 

biodiversity hotspot on the planet, containing  

approximately 15-17% of the world’s plant species and 

nearly 20% of its bird diversity. The dawn chorus and 

the frequent flashes of brightly coloured feathers in 

the undergrowth testify to that fact.  

After breakfast and perhaps a short explore on foot, 

head off to the famous Otavalo market – a shopping 

and a photography opportunity.  

 

Continue on to meet the horses just south of Quito, 

close to Cotopaxi National Park (total travel time c. 2-3 

hours). In the afternoon, begin the ride to a delightful 

inn surrounded by stunning mountain scenery.  

Riding time c. 3-4 hours.  

Dinner and overnight at Chilcabamba Mountain Inn (or 

similar). 

Day 8: Ford a river and traverse the remains of a lahar 

– one of the many classic volcanic and glacial features 

that will be encountered over the next few days. Huge 

boulders thrown out during an eruption litter the area 

around Cotopaxi Volcano.  

 

On reaching the pastures of a private hacienda, there 

may be the chance for some canters whilst heading in 

the direction of Cotopaxi National Park.  

Keep a look out for the Andean condors often soaring 

overhead. Cross the river and arrive at a hacienda 

almost equidistant between four major Andean peaks. 

Snow-capped Cotopaxi fills most of the building’s big 

picture windows. 

Riding time c. 5-6 hours.  

Dinner and overnight at Hacienda Los Mortiños (or 

similar). 

Day 9: There should be the opportunity for some 

longer canters today as you cross the plains and 

grasslands of Cotopaxi National Park. Along the way, 

you may even catch sight of the wild horses who roam 

the area.  
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Ride along an old Inca route which was once the main 

‘highway’ between Cusco and Quito. The topography 

here is fascinating; moraine, old lava and rock flows 

and huge boulders; features created by glacial and 

volcanic activity.  

Lunch will be a picnic along the way.  

In the afternoon, pass by a reconstructed Inca Fort on 

another Inca road heading down to the Amazon. Later, 

return to your accommodation by a different route. 

Riding time c. 6 hours.  

Dinner and overnight at Los Mortiños (or similar).  

Day 10: After breakfast, set off on your final day of 

riding. Head up into the Rumiñahui foothills - a good 

place for spotting condors, deer and foxes, with 

fantastic views all around.   

There should be some chances to canter on the flatter 

terrain close to Cotopaxi. The pace then steadies as 

you begin the climb above 4,000 metres (13,123 feet). 

Wind your way through the high paramo grasslands to 

the valley at the base of Rumiñahui. 

Here you may experience the “highest canter in the 

world”, which is truly exhilarating. Cross the 

undulating hills covered in high grasses and follow 

narrow tracks used by the chagras – you are riding 

where very few people have been.  

 

Lunch is a picnic along the way.  

Later, leave behind the wide-open expanses and 

descend into farmland where the ride ends. Say 

goodbye to your local guides and the horses and drive 

back to Quito to overnight.  

Riding time c. 7 hours. 

Dinner is to your own account tonight.  

Overnight at Hacienda Su Merced (or similar).  

Day 11: Following breakfast, return to the airport or 

continue your onward travel plans.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


